
 

 

 Issue 347 July 2021 

 EDITORIAL  
As I put together this July edition of Kilve News, the Prime 
Minister has just announced an extension of  ‘Lockdown  
Restrictions’. I am sure this will be a disappointment to many 
but we must all be happy in the knowledge that the vaccine 
programme is having the desired effect and as we approach 
July 19th, do remember to ‘Put on a Happy Face’! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robbie 
Contact the Editor on 01278 741594 
e-mail at  davidandrobbie@talktalk.net 
or text on 07850 102874 
 

KILVE VILLAGE WEBSITE 

www.kilvevillage.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 
 

 
Well known and long time residents of Kilve, Mair and                
Arthur Williams of Millands Lane, had a very special day on 
which to celebrate, when on  Saturday June 12th,they                       
celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 
On behalf of everyone in the village we offer them many    
congratulations and hope that they enjoy many  more             
happy years of married life. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
‘A NEW FOUND FRIEND’ 
from Robbie 
I would be telling a real ‘porky pie’ if I said that pigeons were 
a favourite bird of mine, but in the last few weeks I have       
rather changed my mind. In mid June  I awoke one morning 
to find a ‘friendly’ racing pigeon peering through our kitchen 
window. By coincidence, some few days later, Simon 
(Blackley) called and  promptly told me that I was not the 
only person this pigeon had befriended. It first made 
‘landfall’ at the  ‘Old Rectory’ on May 25th and four days 
later was handed over to a caring Claire Walton at Park 
House. She in turn contacted the owner (having gleaned the 
information from the rings on the birds legs), and it evidently 
had been released with three other pigeons in Newbury,               
Berkshire and given ‘full instructions’ to find its way back to 
its owner in Swansea. Obviously my new found feathered 
friend had heard what a nice place Kilve is and it would seem 
that  a ‘staycation’ in West Somerset was the answer. 
                                 Coo, coo, coo coo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This month we would like to extend a very warm welcome to 
Nick and Gill Parsons who have just moved in to ‘Jamara’ in 
Sea Lane. We hope very much that you have along and happy 
stay in Kilve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kilve parish council have concluded their report on the                 
proposals to have our minor roads in the parish designated as 
‘Quiet Lanes’.  By the time you read this, the report will have 
been sent to Somerset County Council.  SCC have                  
responsibility for highways and transport issues in Somerset.  
Kilve parish council looks forward to working with SCC to 
develop the Quiet Lanes proposals for our village.  The report 
will be made available on the parish council’s website at:  
https://kilvevillage.uk/  and on our Facebook page.  Printed/
paper copies will also be available. We intend to arrange a 
meeting in Kilve village hall as soon as Covid restrictions 
have been lifted to allow public meetings.  As soon as we 
have more details these will be posted on our website and in 
the next Kilve News.  Stay tuned!     



  

 

 

KITCHEN &  

BATHROOM FEATURES 
Find us on https://www.facebook.com/kandbfeatures 

SUPPLY & FIT OR                            
SUPPLY ONLY 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, En-suites, Plumbing  
Floor & Wall Tiling and Electrics 

 Installation to the highest standard. 
Fully insured & Free Quotations  

Quality, at prices you can afford 
Family  business with over 30 years experience. 

Home: 01278 651089 
Mobile: 07894140533 

Email: ridgmentc@yahoo.co.uk 

KILVE NEWS 

Kilve’s ‘Renowned’ 
‘Mr VIKTOR’ 

Reliable Carpenter  
and ‘Odd Job’ Man 

No job too small 

 
Call VIKTOR 

ON 07902327701 

DATA CAB TAXIS 
Doniford Watchet 

4 and 7 seater taxis 

16 seater Mini Bus 
We can also offer 

Executive Airport 

Transfers 

01984 639141 

 

WEST QUANTOXHEAD 
MOTORS 

For all your motoring 
needs 

SERVICING M.O.T. 
Cars, Vans 4x4s Trailers 

TYRES A/C DIAGNOSTICS 
 COURTESY CAR 

CALL BEN 
for friendly advice & free quotes 

BIDDISCOMBES 
of  BRIDGWATER 

Carpets & Furniture 
Your local Experts 

BEDS UPHOLSTERY                             

FURNITURE 

Quality Service Value 

Tel:- 01278 422364 
ww.biddiscombes.co.uk 

Quantock Lodge Pool 
Opening times 2019 

Sunday 10.30 to12.30 pm Family Swim 
Monday 6.30 to 8.30 pm Lanes Swim 
Tuesday 7.45 to 10.15 am Adult Swim 
Thursday 7.45 to 10. am Adult Swim 

6.30 to 8.15 pm Lanes Swim 

Quantock Leisure Ltd. 
Over Stowey 

01278 733375 

info@quantocklodge.co.uk 

PARKE PLUMBING AND 
HEATING 

Professional & reliable Plumber 
Qualified in oil, gas and LPG 

Boiler servicing, installation and  
breakdown repairs 

Bathrooms, radiators & system upgrades 
01278 741723 
07860 553704 

parkeph@gmail.com 



 

 

KILVE NEWS 

  TWENTY FIVE 

YEARS AGO 
From Issue 92 July 1996 
It was reported that Kilve 
Cricket Club were knocked out 
and then promptly reinstated  in 
the National Village Cricket Championship, when on losing 
to Marshfield by six wickets, it was found that their                
opponents  had accidentally fielded an ineligible player. 

 

READING GROUP                                          
from Sue Hares                            
The book chosen for the June meeting, again 
on Zoom, was “The Almost Nearly Perfect 
People” by Michael Booth.  This is a non-fiction book,     
describing life in the Scandinavian countries – five in all as 
he included Iceland.  Interestingly, some members found it 
absolutely fascinating and others gave up in the beginning!  It 
was rather a long read, but contained some very amusing and 
interesting anecdotes. The author is British and married to a 
Dane. Needless to say it is not the wonderful area to live as 
depicted on the title page!  With apologies to Scandinavians. 

Unfortunately, the Group is at full capacity and there is          
currently a waiting list               

OUR NEXT ISSUE                                        
Our next issue will be for AUGUST                        
Contributions for the 348th edition to                    
Robbie, or the  Village Stores (marked Kilve News)      
Please note                                                                             
NO LATER THAN JULY 15th                              
If you have reports, adverts or contributions to hand before 
the deadline please  let us have them as soon as  possible.  It 
greatly helps having them well in advance of the 15th. 

THE BIG MATCH                                                    

 

 

 

 

In the hope that this edition of Kilve News reaches you before 
the end of June, we would like to take this opportunity of 
reminding everyone of the big sporting event at the Cricket 
Club on Saturday June 26th.The whole event including                 
music, stalls, raffle etc. (as advertised in last month’s Kilve 
News) is scheduled to take place within the appointed guide 
lines including signing-in with your friends and adhering to 
social  distancing. 

The cricket match itself is scheduled to start at 2pm 

                     Hope to see you there! 

Kilve Village Hall News 
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR  
A big thank you to everyone that donated plants and came 
along to the coffee morning / plant sale in May, I am                 
delighted to report that the hall made £124.  
The committee would also like to thank Joy and Colin Orrit 
for their kind donation to the Hall funds from selling tomato 
plants. 
Any comments or enquiries can be addressed to 
chairkvh@gmail.com 
Regards 
Tony 

********************************** 
Upcoming events : 
 
COFFEE MORNING – 26th June and                        
31st July 
   
KILVE LUNCH CLUB   - 14th July 
********************************** 
100 Club                                                                                       
A fundraiser for the Village Hall, this monthly draw offers a 
lucky punter the chance to scoop the jackpot.                      
The 100 club is a way of paying some of the running costs of 
our fantastic village hall! Just £2 a month gets you one                 
number in the draw; 50% goes to the hall and 50% in prizes. 
There are two prizes each month, drawn on the last Saturday 
of each month at the Village Hall Coffee Morning and a new 
period will begin in July. Kilve residents can join at the                
coffee morning, at Kilve Stores or ring Claire Heather on                 
01278 741654 (Direct debit scheme or via cheque payable to 
‘Kilve Village Hall’).                                                                    

The latest winners were:                                                      
Pam Cuff and Bob Ormesher  
 ********************************** 
CONTACT INFO –GENERAL ENQUIRIES 
ETC 
To book the hall contact Frances on 01278 741268 after 2pm 
weekdays only please or email kvhbookings@gmail.comif  
For 100 Club contact Claire on 01278 741654 
For Welcome Packs please contact anyone on the Committee 
For Lunch Club contact Pat on 741157  
Payment for Village Hall bookings etc enquiries:                 
kvhtreasurer@gmail.com 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/kilvevillagehall  
Village website www.kilvevillage.uk  
 

 EAST QUANTOXHEAD 
 VILLAGE MARKET 

NOW DUE TO RE-COMMENCE AUGUST 21ST 
10-12 

IN OUR RE-FURBISHED VILLAGE HALL 

 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS WANTED 

Kilve Court is looking for volunteer drivers to help out during 
the summer months. If you are at all interested you are asked 

to contact the Director of Kilve Court, Daniel Moncrieff ,who 

may reached by telephoning 01278741270 or by email:- 

dmoncrieff@somerset.gov.uk 
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KILVE NEWS 

 
 

 

CHRIS GREEN MOWERS 
Specialising in repairs and servicing of lawn mowers 

and other garden machinery. 

Suppliers of spares and new machines 
A collection and delivery service available 

Tel: 07714 281188 
Email chrisgreenmowers@hotmail.co.uk 

Wibble Farm, West Quantoxhead 

WOODLOUSE 
 CONSERVATION 

Recognised specialists in  
Lime Rendering,  

Lime Plastering  
Building Restoration 

and Conservation Projects 

01984 629131 

           07788 810576 
www.woodlouseconservation.co.uk 

EXMOOR PLUMBING 
Reliable plumber 

No job to small 

01984639629 
07970632114 

Radiators   Cylinders  

Tanks   Ball valves 

Bathroom Suites  Taps  Washers  
Showers 

      Soil Pipes  Waste Pipes  Gutters 

Drain Clearance 
PLUMBING WORK COVERED 

Kelvin Henson 
Painter and Decorator 

Internal and External 

Old, new and business premises 
              Property Maintenance 

  ‘35 YEARS EXPERIENCE’ 
Tel:- 

01278 732949 

Mobile 

07817 641645 

Pardlestone Farm 
We would love to welcome 

your friends and family to Pardlestone 
Farm in Kilve where we offer bed and 
breakfast and a self-catering cottage – 
within walking distance of The Hood!  

www.pardlestonefarm.co.uk 
Please book online or call Mark or Ann 
on 01278 256629, 07721 763993 or 
email enquiries@pardlestonefarm.co.uk 

Purple Horse 
 

07760 758 626                                                    
Embroidery, Rug Cleaning 

*   Repairs   
sales@purplehorse.org 

 

*Personalised Embroidery* 

(Teamwear - Workwear - Equestrian) 

*Professional Rug Laundry and Repairs Service* 

*Free Collections Available*  

*Drop off at Williton Pet Equine* 

RUSSELL  H  BRYANT 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE  & REPAIR 

TO DOMESTIC, AGRICULTURAL &             

EQUINE PROPERTIES 

Inc. PLUMBING REPAIRS ROOFING AND 

PLASTERING 
EST 1988 

L.C.G.I. & A.C.I.O.B .QUALIFIED 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

01278 741054 

Mobile 07787371741                                 

email russellhbryant@yahoo.co.uk 

Williton Pet & Equine 
Unit 11,                                                   

Roughmoor Enterprise Centre 
Williton TA4 4AT 

01984 631 508 
www.willitonpetcare.com 

 
 
 

 
 

Pet * Smallholder * Equestrian 
Clothing for Horse & Rider 
Local Delivery Available 



 

 

KILVE NEWS 

I do so hope you are enjoying Neil’s tales of his hard work 
keeping his bees happy. Read on…. ’the expression of                  
learning about the ’birds and the bees’ takes on a very new 
perspective!.   Editor 

        

HONEYBEE DIARIES 
from Neil Wellum       
Warm, sunny weather has arrived in 
earnest after a cooler than normal 
spring. Thank goodness. I have con-
tinued to split colonies as part of my swarm control                  
endeavours, so it has been a busy time for me. I am hoping to 
bring on two new queens from the latest two splits I have 
carried out. You may remember that, last month, I helped a 
new queen emerge into one of the first colonies I split. She 
seems to be doing well and is in her third week of laying eggs 
after mating.  I have marked her thorax with a blob of white 
paint to make her easier to spot when I inspect the hive and to 
keep track of her age. There is a simple colour code                      
procedure beekeepers can follow so they know the year in 
which the queen was raised. Last year it was blue, this year 
white. 
Mating is a risky business for a new queen and her colony. 
She mates on the wing and must do so in roughly the first 
four weeks of her life, or it is too late for her. She only flies a 
few times in her life, first when she is mating and then a year 
or so later, if and when the colony sends out a prime swarm.  
Drones (male bees) have the sole function of mating with the 
queen. They may fly seven or eight times per day out to drone 
congregation areas (DCAs), waiting for a virgin queen to 
come along.  The DCAs are typically between 10 and 40m 
above ground.  Drones will fly 500m or so from the hive to 
the DCA where they meet up loosely with drones from other 
hives. (The comparison with teenage boys comes to mind.) 
DCAs tend to be the same from one year to the next, but   
nobody knows quite why or how they are chosen.  They are 
often in places with strong geographic features like the edges 
of fields, or the sides of a grassy hilltop.  
When the queen is ready to mate, she first needs to orientate 
herself with her hive to make sure she knows precisely where 
it is so that she can get back safely.  She will then pick some 
fine weather and will fly to a DCA at least 1500m away, so 
that she doesn’t mate with the drones from her colony. She 
needs to avoid this since they share the same mother and that 
would cause genetic inbreeding. 
If and when she flies through a DCA, the drones will pick up 
chemical pheromones she releases known as ‘queen                         
substance’.  Drones are so sensitive to the smell, they can 
detect a virgin queen from a range of 100m and they will fly 
in towards the queen forming a comet tail of eager suitors. 
Drones have the largest eyes of all honeybees and finally use 
their very good eyesight to couple with the queen. The act of 
mating is a dramatic and swift affair and the drone will drop 
to the ground in the process, physically paralysed by the                
exertion involved, there to die. 
The queen will mate with a number of drones, perhaps 10 to 
20, over the course of a few mating flights, so the majority of 
drones do not get to fulfil their primary purpose. The queen 
has a special organ which stores their sperm, keeping them 
alive and nourished for the rest of her egg-producing life, 
which can be two to three years. 
So, my new white queen managed to mate during a weather 
period which was far from ideal and get back to her hive        
safely. Well done her.                                                                                   
I never cease to be amazed by the honeybee.   

SHORT MAT BOWLS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever thought about trying your hand at a game of 
Short Mat Bowls. Our very own Club, Kilve Short Mat              
Bowling Club is hoping to restart their once a week evening 
sessions and they would very much like to welcome new 
members. It is suitable for all ages and even for people with 
slight disabilities. The Club provides all the equipment               
needed and each Club evening the emphasis is on having a 
friendly game with like-minded people.  
The Club has arranged for a ‘practice’ session for any one            
interested and this will take place on Saturday afternoon                 
August 7th from 4pm. 
Why not ‘pop’ in and find out a little more about it and even 
have a go. 
Your contacts for the Club are 
Kilve :- Robbie on 741594 
Holford:- Keith on 741183 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETALS FOR A BRIDE 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Lizzie Spence at The Hood Arms is again on the hunt for  
hydrangea heads, lavender and rose petals to dry for  her 
daughter Sophie's wedding on Sept 4th. Lizzie is very  happy 
to cut and collect any, and if you are able to help, you asked 
to contact her on 07921 8751760 
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Kilve Village Hall 

REGISTERED PLACE OF SAFETY & COMMUNITY ASSET 
 

A.G.M. at 10 A.M. 

 
Followed by a  

 

SOCIAL COFFEE MORNING  
10.30 

SATURDAY 26th JUNE 
 

COME AND MEET NEW FACES AND HAVE YOUR SAY 

 

HOW CAN OUR COMMUITY MEET YOUR FAMILIES NEEDS? 

 

FIND OUT ABOUT: 
 YOGA: BRIDGE: SHORT MAT BOWLS: LUNCH CLUB: 100 CLUB 

 
Following the recent Government announcements, and being designated a ‘place of 

safety’,  we are pleased to confirm that both the meeting and the Coffee Morning 
will go ahead as planned, with of course, the necessary safety and distancing 

arrangements in place. 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

KILVE NEWS 

ALAN MANCHIP  

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor 

Domestic  Commercial  Industrial Agricultural  
Part P Domestic Installer  Inspecting and Testing 

Portable appliance testing 
REFRIGERATION and AIR CONDITIONING 

Design    Supply    Install    Maintain 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY  

CALL OUT 

01278 733536 
Inwood farm Nether Stowey 

E mail office@alanmanchip.co.uk 

GOUDE GARDENING 
 

Hedges, Lawns & Tree Care 

Weeding & Planting 

Garden Clearance 
 

Call Paul on 
01984 631899 

07804 828193 
goudegardening@yahoo.com 

LOCAL HARDWOOD LOGS 
DELIVERED 

£70 PER CUBIC METRE 
TO ORDER OR MORE                           

INFORMATION  

CALL                             
NICK THORNE 

741216 or 

                    079774501511 

NEIL COBB 
GENERAL BUILDER 

EXTENSIONS 

BATHROOMS                    
ROOFING 

KITCHENS                           

BRICKWORK                    

STONE WORK 
FREE ESTIMATES 

TEL 01278 425740 

Or Mobile 07753620961 

LAKESIDE CARPENTRY 
Custom  ~  Design  ~  Build 

MYLES JONES 
07503 312961 

lakesidecarpentry@hotmail.com 
ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
KITCHENS 
FITTED WARDROBES 
WINDOWS & DOORS 
RENOVATIONS &  
RESTORATION 

ROBIN PARKER 

TREE SERVICES 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 

Felling, dismantling, pruning. 

Woodland maintenance 
Garden maintenance 

Hedge trimming 

Contact us on  
01984 568047 

 
 
 
 
 

Ladies, Gents & Children 
 Modern & Friendly Environment 

Gift Vouchers Available  
Full Disabled Access 

 East Street Cannington TA5 
2HJ  

 01278-651251 
www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk 

CHIROPODIST 

Grace Brown 

M Inst CH P Reg no. Ch23926 

FREE CONSULTATIONS 
Nail Cutting & Filing. Hard skin & Thickened Nails 

Corn & Callus Removal. Ingrowing Toe Nails 
Diabetic Foot Care Advice. General Foot Health 

Full Disabled Access 
East Street Cannington TA5 2HJ 

01278 651251 
www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk 
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KILVE STORES—OFFICIAL STOCK-
IST                            Pop into Kilve 

Stores to view our range of     Frenchnic 
Furniture Paint 

We stock a wide range of paints from the 
Original Artisan Range, the Lazy Range,  
and the Al Fresco Range along with all 

the sundry items you need including a va-
riety of  waxes, finishing coat, Freshneen 

brushes, stencils, sugar soap and lots 
more!                                                                                   

Kilve Stores and Post Office 
01278 741214 

www.kilvestores.co.uk      
mfhirst@hotmail.com 

Free, local home delivery service                          
Fresh Bakery Bread delivered daily                     

Fruit & Veg.                                                            
Over 65 different wines in stock                                

Calor & Flo Gas Stockist                                        
Logs & Kindling                                                     

Compost available from March                              
Special Wine & Beer Offers                                

MONTHLY PREMIER SPECIAL OF-
FERS Cheapest Coal in the Area!                                            

Order 10 Bags for a further 10% discount                     
POST OFFICE –PAY POINT                               

NATIONAL LOTTERY                                     
HOME DELIVERY                                          

OPEN                                                                             

W.W.REFURBISHING 
 

TILING  
SKIMMING  

PAINTING 

Call WALDI 
ON  07837918337 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M H KELLAWAY 
Chimney Sweep 

Aga & Rayburn               
Servicing 

Wood Burners  
serviced and installed 

01278 741572 
 

‘THE HOOD ARMS’ KILVE  
 
 
 
 

    Opening Times 
BAR 

Tuesday to Saturday 
12 noon to 3 pm 6pm till close 

Sunday 
12noon to 3pm 

FOOD SERVICE 
(Reservations recommended) 

Tuesday to Saturday 
12 noon to 2pm and 6pm to 9pm 

Sunday 12 noon to 3pm 
(Closed Mondays) 

  
Tel:- 01278 741114 

Website :- 
www.thehoodarms.co.uk 

 KILVE NEWS 


